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and inclinations that determine the act. We find moralists
supposing the existence of an immediate sense of duty,
derived, it may be, after the Kantian manner, from the
intelligible character; and this sense of duty assumes the
rdle of a categorical imperative with reference to all other
motives, supplying the standard whereby these motives and
the empirical character are tested. This view may be looked
upon as a philosophical reconstruction of the mythological
theory of conscience; and it is in its turn objectionable,
because it involves two assumptions, of which the one
conflicts with moral experience and the other with the
psychological nature of man. Historical experience gives us
no warrant for supposing that duty is always the same, and
that conscience is therefore exempt from the changes of
time. True, it furnishes us with a series of facts which go to
show that men are gradually developing a certain degree of
final unanimity in their views on moral subjects. But we
may be equally certain that agreement' in such matters will
ultimately result only after a long course of development
Conscience functions at every stage of this evolution: its
phenomenal forms are many and varied, and only gradually
does the firm ground of common convictiorTs emerge from
the shifting contents of commands that have no real moral
significance. The philosophical theory that makes ' the voice
of conscience' say the same thing under all circumstances
is but a revival of that old inversion of the truth which is
poetically expressed in the myth of the Golden Age. The
only way in which intuitionism can reconcile itself with the
actual variability of conscience is by doing the utmost
violence to the facts. A sufficient argument against it is
furnished by the single circumstance that there have existed
whole nations and ages where murder from motives that we
should consider wholly reprehensible was looked upon not as
criminal, but as highly praiseworthy. Supposing that con-